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Abstract
This study evaluates the influence of Artificial Intelligence (AI)-assisted design software and digital graphic tools on doctrinal accuracy and youth discipleship within selected Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) churches in Blantyre, Malawi. While visual media and automated content generators have become central to church outreach, concerns exist regarding potential theological distortions and the shallow engagement of digital evangelism. Utilizing a Sequential Explanatory Mixed-Methods Design, data will be gathered from a sample of 175 respondents—comprising 10 pastors, 15 media officers, and 150 youth members—across local urban congregations. Quantitative surveys will assess media usage metrics, visual clarity, and engagement levels, while qualitative interviews and focus groups will examine the theological, ethical, and pastoral challenges pastors and media teams face when integrating AI into ministry. The study aims to identify the gap between unguided digital content creation and doctrinally sound digital evangelism. The findings will culminate in a Digital Ministry Maturity Framework and actionable policy recommendations for conference leadership to guide responsible digital media practices. 
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Introduction & Background

Communication in religious spaces has evolved alongside modern technology. Historically, the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) Church utilized visual aids—such as the historic 1843 and 1850 prophetic charts—to communicate complex biblical timelines. Ellen G. White affirmed media as a vital extension of preaching, emphasizing that publishing and media work should complement the proclamation of the gospel while maintaining strict spiritual and theological integrity. 

In contemporary urban environments like Blantyre, local congregations are increasingly adopting digital graphic design platforms (such as Canva) and Generative AI tools (such as ChatGPT, Midjourney, and Canva Magic Studio) to create flyers, social media content, and evangelistic materials. However, while AI and visual design accelerate content production, questions remain regarding how these automated tools affect doctrinal clarity, spiritual growth, and active member retention, particularly among young people. 


Problem Statement 
The rapid adoption of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and digital graphic design tools by local church media departments in Blantyre has significantly accelerated visual content creation. However, local media teams often lack formal theological training, leading to a critical reliance on automated, consensus-driven AI algorithms that risk misrepresenting Adventist doctrines or generating visual distortions. 

While international studies have measured general youth engagement on social media, an empirical gap exists regarding how AI-assisted visual design specifically impacts doctrinal fidelity and youth discipleship in resource-constrained, low-internet-penetration settings like Malawi. Without clear empirical evidence or official denominational guidelines, local churches face a choice between underutilizing digital communication or distributing unverified, doctrinally compromised media. Therefore, there is an urgent need to examine the relationship between AI-generated graphic communication, theological accuracy, and youth discipleship in Blantyre. 


Research Questions & Objectives

Research Questions

1. How are digital graphic design and AI-assisted tools currently utilized by SDA media teams in Blantyre? 

2. How does the use of AI-generated content affect the doctrinal accuracy of church visual media? 

3. What impact does digital visual communication have on youth participation, attendance, and discipleship? 

4. What technical, ethical, and pastoral challenges do local media teams face when using AI tools? 

5. What theological and practical framework can guide responsible AI and media usage in Adventist local churches? 

Research Objectives

1. To determine the extent and nature of digital graphic design and AI tool usage among selected SDA churches in Blantyre. 

2. To evaluate the level of doctrinal accuracy and theological clarity in AI-assisted visual media. 

3. To assess the influence of digital graphic design on youth engagement and discipleship outcomes. 

4. To identify technical, financial, ethical, and theological challenges encountered in local digital ministry. 

5. To develop a Digital Ministry Maturity Framework for local conference policy implementation. 

Significance of the Study

1. Local Church Congregations: Provides a clear diagnostic rubric to create engaging, cost-effective, and doctrinally sound digital media. 

2. Pastors and Church Media Departments: Equips media teams and ministry leaders with ethical boundaries and workflow guidelines for utilizing Generative AI without sacrificing theological integrity. 

3. Church Administrative Leadership (Conference & Union): Supplies empirical data to inform church policy, media training curricula, and budget allocations for digital evangelism. 

4. Theology Educators and Students: Contributes local empirical data to the growing field of digital ecclesiology and AI ethics within the African Christian context. 

