[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapters must follow the structure below.
📍 CHAPTER 1 — INTRODUCTION
1. Introduction
Give a general overview of the research topic and context. Explain what the study is about.
2. Background
Describe the broader situation, trends, or issues leading to the research. Show progression from general → specific.
3. Aim and Significance of the Study
State the main aim and explain why the study is important (for practice, policy, theory, or community).
4. Problem Statement
Clearly describe the problem/issue that exists and what is missing or not working. This should logically justify the study.
5. Research Question(s)
Write the key questions your study seeks to answer.
6. Research Objectives
Break the aim into measurable objectives.
7. Scope of the Study
Explain boundaries — population, time frame, geographic area, and what is not covered.
8. Structure of the Thesis
Briefly describe what each chapter contains.
9. Chapter Summary
Short recap linking Chapter 1 to the next chapter.
📚 CHAPTER 2 — LITERATURE REVIEW
1. Introduction
Explain what the chapter will discuss and how it is organized.
2. Empirical Research (Global, Regional, Local)
Review published studies related to your topic:
· 🌍 Global — international evidence and findings
· 🌐 Regional — relevant research in Africa/your region
· 🇲🇼 Local — national or community-level research
Compare findings, highlight similarities and differences.
3. Theoretical Framework
Explain the theories guiding your study. Show how they relate to your research problem.
4. Conceptual Framework
Present a diagram or explanation showing the key variables/concepts and how they relate.
5. Research Gap
Identify what is missing in existing literature — this justifies your study.
6. Chapter Summary
Summarize what the literature shows and lead into methodology (Chapter 3).

✨ Key Tips
· Use recent scholarly sources (journal articles, theses, academic books).
· Avoid descriptive writing — analyze and critique.
· Ensure every section connects logically.
· Always cite sources properly.
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