THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN CHILD PROTECTION: A CASE STUDY OF THE LIVING WATERS CHURCHES IN CHINGALE AREA
1.0 Introduction 
Children in Chingale are facing many challenges like being forced into marriages, rape, forced to work in farms, child trafficking, involuntary school dropout, defilement, denial of food by their guardians, lack of support by their fathers following divorce. Some of these challenges need to be reported to human rights activists or the law enforcers like police. However, one would wonder that the challenges children face are not reported to the law enforcers and the perpetrators are not punished. This is happening against the emphasis by the Bible about the caring of children as stipulated in Matthew 18 v 6 1 that “If anyone causes one of these little ones to lose his faith in Me it would be better for that person to have a large milestone tied around his neck and be drowned in the deep sea.”  Psalms 127 v 3 – 52 concurs, “Children are a heritage from the Lord”. For this reason, “Pure religion is to look after orphans” (James 1 v 273).  
The emergency of the above mentioned child abuses call for an urgent and appropriate responses in order to protect the rights and freedoms of the victimized children. UNICEF 20064 defines child protection as “a prevention and response to violence, exploitation and abuse of children. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The rising of child abuses has undermined God’s purpose on human dignity (Stanley Grenz, 2000 p 7235). This is an indication that “most parents lack Christian morals and ethics that only real human beings must have” (Stanley Gorenz, 1997 p. 1816)

 
 Background  	
Children are vulnerable in many aspects like forced marriages which result into school dropout, teenage pregnancies, poverty, suicide or death.   Most of these children come from Christian families and they go to church. The church is mandated by its call to take care of its members including children. However, there is silence regarding the role the church play in child protection despite both international and local organizations such as the World Vision International, Unicef, and Youth net and Counselling Organization being attracted to the increased cases of child abuse and working towards safeguarding children against any kind abuse. It is against this background that this study will critically analyze the role of Living Waters churches in child protection in Chingale area.    

PROBLEM STATEMENT
Violence among children occurs at all social economic levels. Many people are not aware that millions of children are at risk in difference part of the world and that no child whether rich or poor, urban or rural is safe today that is according to Jeyaraj C, Runsburg 2013, pp 25. The cases of child abuse such as rape, child labour, child trafficking and early marriages and school dropout are rampant yet the church is there. This research will investigate the role of the church in child protection 
Aim of the study
The aim of the study is to investigate the role of the church in child protection against any form of abuse
1.3. Research Objectives  
The specific objectives of the research are: 
1. To examine the causes of child abuse in Chingale Area.
2. To investigate the welfare of children in Chingale area.
3. To find out the role played by Living Waters Churches in Child Protection.
RESEARCH QUESTIONS
What are the causes of child abuse in Chingale Area.
What is the welfare of children in Chingale Area.
What is the role played by Living Waters Church in Child Protection?
1.3.3 Justification                                                                                                                                                            This study will contribute to the present literature on child protection in Malawi by providing an understanding of the circumstances of child protection and the role played by Christians in fighting against child abuse. The study will also provide the church with information regarding an extent to which it will be fulfilling its mandate as regard to child protection and help in informing the church members on how best to support in the reduction of child abuse.



1.3.4 Scope of the research
The study will be carried out in Chingale area within which three Living waters churches are found. These churches are surrounded by number of villages. The area will be chosen because they are among areas affected with child abuse.           
POSITION OF THE RESRARCHER
The researcher is an insider who is a member of Living Waters Church and stays in Chingale. This will give him a chance to observe and come up with the correct data for the research.
METHODOLOGY
This study employs a qualitative research methodology, the aim of qualitative research is to deepen understanding about something, and usually this means going beyond the numbers and the statistics. The will use thematic system of analysing data. The thematic analysis will be used in qualitative research and focuses on examining themes within data. It will place emphasis on pinpointing, examining and recording patterns within data (Stake, 1999).
2.0 Literature Review.
The chapter will analyze various studies related to child protection, it will include research studies done in Malawi, Africa as well as America. The chapter will start with the background and the definition of child protection and the analysis of various studies in relation to child protection in Malawi and Africa.
According to UNICEF (2008)[footnoteRef:1], child protection is any activity that prevent any acts of child abuse and neglect which result in physical, mental, spiritual, and economic harm. According to this child protection is any measure that put children safe. The Children’s Act of Ghana 1998 (Act 560)[footnoteRef:2] defines children as all persons below the age of 18. In addition, the Child and Family Welfare of Ghana Act (2014)[footnoteRef:3] define a child as one who is still largely dependent on an adult for the necessities of life. [1: ]  [2: ]  [3: ] 

1.3.5 Limitation of the Study 
The study will be limited to three Living waters churches from Chingale area in Zomba District. Being selective to three Living Waters Churches, the results will not be generalized. The study will also be limited to 30 participants.  
Ethical Consideration 
Ethical issues well be taken into consideration by the researcher in this study. Respondents will be assured that their names and personal details will not be revealed or published and that the data collected will be solely used for research purposes. Respondents will be told not to indicate their names on the questionnaires as a way of assuring them about ethical issues. 
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