INFORMED CONSENT FORM
The standard consent form and/or information sheet must include the following elements which are considered the most important information:

Research purpose and procedures: a statement that the study involves research, an explanation of the purposes of the research and the expected duration of participation, a description of procedures to be followed, and identification of any procedures which are experimental;

Risks and discomforts of the research study: a description of any reasonably foreseeable risks or discomforts to the research participants;

Potential benefit of the research study: a description of any benefits to the research subjects or to others or to the country as a whole that may reasonably be expected from the research

Alternative procedures: a disclosure of appropriate alternative procedures, if any, that might be advantageous to the research participants;

Provisions for confidentiality: a statement describing the extent to which confidentiality of records identifying the research participant will be maintained.

Research related injury: for research involving more than minimal risk, an explanation as to whether any compensation is available and if so, what it consists of and how it will be provided.

Voluntariness in participation and the right to discontinue participation without penalty: a statement that participation is voluntary, refusal to participate will involve no penalty or loss of benefits to which the participant is otherwise entitled, and the participant may discontinue participation at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which the participant is otherwise entitled.

Contacts for additional information: an explanation of whom to contact for answers to pertinent questions about the research and research participants rights, and whom to contact in the event of the research related injury (i.e., contacts of the principal investigator  Name and telephone number)  and 
the chair of the research and ethics committee (UNIMAREC) reviewing and approving a particular study for additional information on the research and rights of participants, (respectively).UNIMAREC Chairperson contact details: Dr Victoria Ndolo, Chairperson of University of Malawi Research Ethics Committee (UNIMAREC), P.O. Box 280, Zomba. +265 995 0427 60
Do you agree to continue with the study ?
( YES
                                    (     NO

Name of the respondent:

Age:

Male/Female

Signature:

Date:

Name of the interviewer:

Signature:

Date:

THANK YOU

